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"To sift the
sparkling from the
dull, and the true
Vol. XXVI
Har hUr
from the false, is
the aim of
every Ornithologist"
AUGUST. 1950 No. 3
SOME NESTING RECORDS FROM ROWAN COUNTY, KY.
Rogbk W. Barbour
Oglebay Institute, Wheeling, West Virginia
During the spring of 1938 the writer, assisted by
Thomas Marsh and John Rice, undertook a survey of the
breeding birds of a seventy-acre tract near Morehead, Rowan
County, Kentucky. The area was covered as thoroughly as
possible at least every other day, seeking new nests and not
ing the condition of known nests. A report of the survey
was read before the Kentucky Academy of Science in 1940
and an abstract published (Barbour, 1941. Proc. Ky. Acad.
Sci. 9 (2): 48), but because of the paucity of nesting
records for Kentucky, it is felt the complete data warrant
publication.
The area surveyed was chosen with a view to including
as wide a variety of habitats as possible; they ranged from
uncut meadow through a dense swamp-like area to a hill
covered with second-growth timber.
The most abundant woody plants of the area were
several species of Quercus, Pinus, and Acer, as well as
Fagus, Carpinus, and Rhus. Greenbriers {Smilax) were
abundant in the swampy area, vining to the tops of the
lower trees.
No nests were found for several species commonly ob
served on the area. I am certain that the majority of nests
located high in trees, as well as those located on the ground,
were overlooked. Unfortunately, it was impossible to learn
the survival of-young birds after they left the nest. Follow
ing is a list of the nesting species observed, with data per
tinent to breeding success of each.
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ACADIAN FLYCATCHER: Two nests. In one nest,
containing three eggs, piie liatched,' to be subsequently de
stroy^.''Both eggs in the other nest'product young that
left" tlie nesC This"was^ the" phly spjecies" observed that was
parasitized by the Cowbjrd,' One Cbwbird egg was deposit-
ed'in the'foriner nest; it failed ^ hatch.
TUFTED TITM0U3E: One Nest, with three eggs, produced three young that jeft the'iies^ on May 2.
CATBIRD: Four nests; containing 12 eggs. Two nests
were destroyed prior to hatching; one of the other nests was
destroyed after the eggs hatcljed. One nest produced three
young, which .desert^ the nest on June 15,
• T^P ^^ch with two eggs. One nest was
destroyed after hatching; tHe otHer'pfoduc,^ two youngi'
WOOD THRUSH: 'J-hirtpen nests, with a total of 42
eggs. Six nests destroyed l^fore hatch
ing. T\v6 nests', with a total of three young,' were destroyed
after hatching. The other five nests, .containing 18 eggs,
proajjceOS young tjiai
WHITE-EYED VIREO: One nest, containing four
eggs,'was'destroyed before.hatching. ''
REp.-EYED yiREO: One nest, destroyed while it con-|;ain^''buit ph.e'egg, wa ' '
Bfj^prWINijED WA^ pn,e nest, containing
fiy.e ^ggs, was desj;rQye,d Jjefprp'^ hafpliing occurred/ " "
OVEN-BIRD: One nest was destroyed when it con
tained one egg.
' KENTUCKY WARBLER: One n^t, with four eggs.
^11 hatched", but the young were destroyed.
YELLOW-BIIEASTED pI^AT: '!^p pestjs, one yith
three, the otljer with fpur'eg!^.' On^e w '^'destroyed, the
other product three young,-which left the -tie^ on July 9.
.eggs. ^ - j -
other two hes^s pfodiiceU three'young'^^cK.
^ASTERN pA]RpINAL; Three nes.ts, with ,eight eggs.
Two nests destroyed before hatching;' the other Pro,duceid
;£}irgey,o,u^i' ' ' " ' ' ' '
RED-EYED TOWHEEFive nests, with a total .pf 16
eggs; Two, with' thiree eggs .each, .destroyed before hatching.
One young hatc^ied fr.om another nest b.ut w^ devo.ured )Dy
a pilot black snake {Elaphe-o': ohsoletn). One nest, with
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four eggsi produced two young; another, with three eggs,
produced three young.
These data have been previously summarized (Barbour,
op. dt.^ as follows:
"A total of forty nests, representing fourteen species^
•was obseWed. The forty nests contained a total of 123 eggs,
of which 55, or 44.72 per cent hatched. This loss was due to
predation, desertion, storms, infertile eggsy and other
factors.
"Of the 55 young that were hatched, 43^ or 78.18 per
cent left the nest under their own power. Thus, 34.96 per
•cent of the total number of eggs laid produced young that
left the nest.
• "Fourteen, or 35.00 per cent of the forty nests pro
duced young that left the nest. Of the twenty-six nests that
"were destroyed, twenty were destroyed before hatching, and
the other six were destroyed at varying lengths of time
after the eggs had hatched."
THE MOURNING WARBLER IN KENTUCKY
• by
James B. Young
514 Dover Road, Louisville, Kentucky
The Mourning Warbler should be a regular spring and
fall migrant through the state of Kentucky; but it is seldom
seen, and an interesting question arises as to whether this
bird passes through our state in any considerable numbers.
Dr. Gordon Wilson has stated that, because of its scarcity,
he had begun to doubt, at one time, his former spring record
of its appearance. (See Kentucky Warbler, 1946, 22:10).
It. is the hope of the writer that the present article will
stimulate field observers to be on the lookout for this
species, particularly during the fall migration.
In the spring, the male, in nuptial plumage, is unmis
takable, and the female may likewise be readily identified
by an experienced observer. In the fall, however, as with
most warblers, the identifjang marks become somewhat sub
dued, and in some instances almost disappear, making iden
tification difficult.
The usual fall plumage of the Mourning Warbler shows
a greyish or dark stain at the throat and breast, and the
male, in the fall, usually shows some trace of the black bib.
However, young males and adult and young females may be
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found in a nondescript plumage, the breast showing only a
faint suffusion of darkish color. These are the plumages
which cause considerable difficulty in identification.
My first introduction to the Mourning Warbler in non
descript plumage came several years ago. Examining a skin
in my collection which had been obtained in Tennessee and
identified by the collector as a female Kentucky Warbler, I
began to question the absence of the characteristic face
markings of that species. Accordingly, I sent the skin to
the University of Michigan Museum of Zoology, and Dr. J.
Van Tyne identified the specimen as a Mourning Warbler in
fall plumage.
I have never seen this species in the field, but on
September 24, 1949, Harvey Lovell brought to me a live
warbler which he had trapped and was planning to band.
Together we examined the series of skins which I had.
Lovell's bird was nondescript like my specimen from
Tennessee. The back was greenish, the under-parts yellow,
and there was a slight suffusion of dark color on the breast.
The legs were pale tan, and the under tail coverts were the
same shade of yellow as the rest of the under-parts, and ex
tended about one-half of the distance of the tail. It matched
exactly my specimen from Tennessee, and we had no dif
ficulty in identifying the living bird as a Mourning War
bler.
To my knowledge, this is the first positive record of a
fall Mourning Warbler in the Louisville area.
Those interested in looking for this species should
examine available pictures of it and those of all warblers
similarly marked. It should be remembered that the Mourn
ing Warbler is one of three Warblers of the genus Oporomis
which may be seen in Kentucky. They are the Kentucky,
Mourning, and Connecticut Warblers. All three of these
species have certain characteristics in common. They are
all relatively large warblers. All of them have light tan or
flesh-colored legs. All have yellow underparts and plain
greenish backs, and the under tail coverts are long, usually
reaching one-half to two-thirds of the length of the tail.
One of this group, the Kentucky Warbler, is a common
summer resident in Kentucky and is the easiest to identify
at all seasons because of its black face markings, except for
birds in juvenal plumage. A Kentucky Warbler in juvenal
plumage might be confused with a fall Mourning Warbler
in the nondescript plumage above set forth. However, there
is little danger of this happening in Kentucky, for young
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Kentucky Warblers, by September, have acquired their first
winter plumage, and the black face markings have ap
peared, to some degree.
In this connection, Robert M. Mengel of Louisville, Ken
tucky, who is now at the University of Michigan, showed
me the skin of a bird he had collected in Kentucky in early
July of 1948 and asked me if I could identify it. It proved
to be an immature Kentucky Warbler molting into first fall
plumage, with' the characteristic black facial feathers
striated. •Because of this specimen, I have t^en the oc
casion to inquire of the staff of the University-of Michigan
Museum of Zoology and of Dr. Alexander Wetmore of the
Smithsonian Institution as to whether or not the Kentucl^
Warbler in fall plumage ever lacks the characteristic face
markings. Dr, Wetmore assures me, in correspondence, that
there can be no confusion between the Kentucky Warbler
and the IMourning Warbler in fall plumage when seen cleart
ly at close rahge. He says "the Kentucky Warbler in the
moult from juvenal plumage acquires at once darker mark
ings on the side of the head. These are less prominent than
in spring plumage but still are easily evident. The female
is plainer than the male as in spring, but the darker mark
ings are clearly evident."
• ^ This'coincides with the information furnished me from
the University of Michigan. R. M. Mengel stat^ in cor
respondence that the moult from juvenal plumage of the
Kentucky Warbler might occur at any time between June
and August. Mr. Mengel likewise refers me to Jonathan
Dwight, Jr.'s work on "The Sequence of Plumages and
Moults of the Passerine Birds of New York." Arm^ N. Y.
Acad. Scl, 13:73-360, 1900.
Thus, in the fall, when the Mourning Warbler is pass
ing through Kentucky, it is reasonably safe to say that
young Kentucky Warblers would have acquired their black
facial markings and therefore could not be confused with
this bird.
There is considerable chance for confusion in the fall
in separating the Mourning and the Connecticut Warblers.
However, the evidence seems to indicate that the Connecti
cut Warbler migrates mainly east of Kentucky in the fall,
and thus the chance of seeing that bird here in the fall is
remote.
Superficially the female Hooded Warbler might be mis
taken for the fall Mourning, but the Hooded Warbler has a
characteristic face pattern of bright yellow which is not
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found in any Mourning Warbler, and it also shows white in.
the outer tail feathers.
It is most possible to confuse the Mourning Warbler
with the fall Yellow-throat (Geotklypis). Being a summer
resident, the Yellow-throat is still abundant in Kentucky
in the fall, arid there are many young birds to be seen. How
ever, the fall Yellow-throat still has a bright yellow throat
and no eye ring, whereas the fall Mourning Warbler has a
darkish throat and generally shows an' eye ring. Then, too,
the f^l Yellow-throat has a whitish belly and a general
bver-all brownish cast which reaches its greatest intensity
on the crown.
There should be no mistaking of the Mourning Warbler
for the Canada Warbler, for the Canada is a uniform yellow
underneath, and the "necklace" of the Canada at,no time
could be described as a suffusion of dark color. If the back
of the bird can be seen, there can be no mistaking the
Canada, for its back is a slate grey.
I have named the fall Warblers which are most likely
to be confused with the Mourning Warbler. The best prepa
ration that one can make before going into the field is to
study pictures of the fall Mourning Warbler and compare
them with illustrations of other Warblers in fall plumage.
For this purpose, Peterson's Field Guide to the Birds, East
ern Land and Water birds, 2nd edition, 1947 is, in my
opinion, the best available work,
I am indebted to Dr. J. Van Tyne, University of Michi
gan, and Dr. Alexander Wetmore, of the Smithsonian Insti
tution, for their advice and opinions; to the University of
'Michigan Museum of Zoology for its kind loan of specimens;
and to Robert M, Mengel for a critical reading of this paper.
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AnORATION BIRD ^UNT
Spring of 1950
Edited by Gordon Wilson
<3
«9 0
1a
Date—4.30 1MurrayLDate—5-3 Murray2Date—4.2d Ky.Woodlands
1 Date—5-1 Madisonville Date—6-8 Madisonville2
rt
§
2
*? 0
•s ^
« oOpj
Date—6-13-14 BowlingGree2
4)
il
o
eo
a
ei
Is
On
Number of Observers 4 11 14 13 1 1 3 12 29 1
Number of Species on Count . 112 116 90 89 103 100 116 127 156 77
Number of Species for Period 146 125 102 89 127 100 126 131 166 92
Common Loon c X c c
Holboell's Grebe c X
Homed Grebe X '
Pied-billed Grebe c , c c c c
Double-crested Cormorant c c
Great Blue Heron c c c c X c X X
American £7gret c
Little Blue Heron c
Green Heron c c c c c c c
Black-crowned Night Heron c c c c
Yellow-crowned Night Heron c c c
American Bittern c X c c c
Canada Goose. X c '
Common Mallard c c c X
Black Duck c c
Gadwall , c
Baldpate' c c c
Pintail 1 *
Green-winged Teal • c
Blue-winged Teal c c c c c c c
Shoveller , c X
Wood Duck c c c X c c
Redhead c
Ring-necked Duck 0 c X
Greater Scaup Duck c
Lesser Scaup puck c c c c c c c
Ruddy Duck c
Hooded Merganser c
Red-breasted Merganser c
,
.
c
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MIGRATION BIRD COUNT
Spring of 1950
Edited by Gordon Wilson
Providence Murray1 Murray2
"Ky.Woodlands Madisonville1Madisonville2BowlingGreen1BowlingGreen2
«
B
5
Berea
Turkey Vulture c c c c X c • c c c c
Black Vulture « X c c c c
Sharp-shinned Hawk « c
Cooper's Hawk c c c
Bed-tailed Hawk X c . c
Red-shouldered Hawk c c c c 0 c c c
Broad-winged Hawk c c c
Bald Eagle c
Marsh Hawk c
Osprey c X
Sparrow Hawk c c X c c c c c
Bob-white c c c c c c c. • c.
Sandhill Crane c
King Rail c
Sora * c c
Coot c c c c c c c
Semipalmated Plover X c c c
KiUdeer c 0 c c c c c c c
Woodcock X c c
Wilson's Snipe c c c c c
Spotted Sandpiper c c c c c c c c c c
Solitary Sandpiper c c c c c c c c c
Greater Yellow-legs X c c c c c
Lesser Yellow-legs c X X c 0 c c c
Pectoral Sandpiper c X
White-rumped Sandpiper c
Least Sandpiper c c X c 0
Red-backed Sandpiper c
Dowitcher c
Semipalmated Sandpiper c c
Western Sandpiper c
Herring Gull X 0 c c
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MIGRATION BIRD COUNT
Spring of 1950
Edited by Gordon Wilson • Providence Murray1 Murray2 Ky.Woodlands Madisonville1
1 Madisonville2
g
o
u
o
bfl
a
t
n
BowlingGreen2Louisville
i^erea
Ring-billed Gull c
Forster's Tern c
Common Tern c X
Black Tern c X c
Mourning Dove c c X c c c c c c C
Yellow-billed Cuckoo c c X c c c"
Black-billed Cuckoo c c •
Bam Owl 'c c
Screech Owl c
Homed Owl c X c
Barred Ov/1 c c c c X c c c
Chuck-wlll's-widow c c c c c c c
Whip-poor-will c c c c X c c c c
Nighthawk • c c c • c c X c c
Chimney Swift c c c c c ,c c c c c
Ruby-throated Hummingbird c c c c c c c X
Belted Kingfisher c c • c c c c c c c
Flicker c c c c c c c c c c
Pileated Woodpecker c c c c c c c c X
Red-bellied Woodpecker * c c c c c c c c c
Red-headed Woodpecker c c c c c c c c c c
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker * c c c
Hairy Woodpecker c c c c c c c c
Downy Woodpecker c c c c c c c c c c
Kingbird c c c c c c c c c c
Crested Flycatcher c c c c c c c c c c
Phoebe c c . c c c c c c c c
Acadian Flycatcher * X c c c
Least Flycatcher c c c c X
Wood Pewee c c c c X c c c X
Olive-sided Flycatcher « c
Homed Lark c c 1 ^ c c c 1 c
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UnGBAliON BIRD COUNT
Spring of 1950
EJdited by Gordon Wilson
Providence Murray1 Murray2
-Ky.Woodlands Madisonville1Madisonville2BowlingGreen1BowlingGreen2Louisville
Berea
Tree Swallow c c c c X c X c
Bank Swallow c ' .c
Rough-winged Swallow c c c c 0 c c c c X
Bam Swallow c G • c c c c c c c c
Cliff Swallow •c c c
Purple Martin c c c c c c c c e c
Blue Jay c c c c c c c c c c
Crow c c c e c c c c c 0
Carolina Chickadee c c c c c c c c c
Tufted Titmouse c c c c c c c c c c
White-breasted Nuthatch c c c c c c c X
Red-breasted Nuthatch c
Brown Creeper * c
House Wren c c c c c
Winter Wren c c
Bewick's Wren c c e c c c c c c •X
Carolina Wren c c c c c c c c c 0
Long-billed Marsh Wren » c c c
Short-billed Marsh Wren * 1
Mockingbird c c c c 0 c c c c c
Catbird c c c c c 0 c c c c
Brown Thrasher c c c c c c c c c G
Robin c c c c c c c c c c
Wood Thrush c c c c c c c c c c
Hermit Thrush c
Olive-backed Thrush c c c c 0 c c
Grey-cheeked Thrush 0 c c c c X c
. X
Veery c c c c c c
Bluebird c c c c c c c c c c
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher c c c c c c c 0 c X
Golden-crowned Kinglet
c
Ruby-crowned Kinglet # c c c c c
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migration bird count
Spring of 1950
'Edited by Gordon Wilson
Providence
•Murray1 Murray2 Ky:Woodlands Madisonville1Madisonyille2BowlingGreen1BowlingGreen2Louisville
a
•2
Pipit c c c c
Cedar Waxwing c c c c X c X c c
Migrant Sbrike c c c c X c .
Starling c c c c c c c c c c
White-eyed Vireo c c c c c c c c 0 c
Yellow-tiroated Vireo c X X c c c c c c c
Blue-headed Vireo « X c c
Red-eyed Vireo c c - c c c c c c c c
Philadelphia Vireo • . 0
Warbling Vireo c c c c c c c 0-
Black and "V^te Warbler « X c c c c c c 0 c
Prothonotary Warbler c c c - c c c 0 c c X
Swainson's Warbler * c c X
Worm-eating Warbler c c X
Golden-winged Warbler X c c X
Blue-winged Warbler c c c c
Tennessee Warbler c c c 0 c c
Nashville Warbler c X c 0 c
Parula Warbler X c c c c
Yellow Warbler 0 c c c c c c 0 c c
Magnolia Warbler * X c c c c
Cape May Warbler » ' X c c c
Black-throated Blue Warbler c c
Myrtle Warbler c c e c c •>0 c c c c
Black-throated Green Warbler c c c 0 c 0 c c
Cerulean Warbler c c c 0 c c c c c
Blackbumian Warbler c c c c x
Sycamore Warbler c c X c c c c c
Chestnut-sided Warbler c X 0 c c
Bay-breasted Warbler * c c X
BlackpoU Warbler « c X 0 c 0 c
Pine Warbler c X c
Prairie Warbler * c c c 0 0 c c
Palm Warbler c c c c c c c c c X
Oven-bird * c c c c c c
Northern Water-thrush * c c c c c
Louisiana Water-thrush * ' c c c c c c
Kentucky Warbler c c 0 c c c c c c
Mourning Warbler 1 ^ c c
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MIGRATION BIRD COUNT
Spring of 1950
Edited by Gordon Wilson
Providence• Murray1 Murray2 Ky.Woodlands Madisonville1Madisonville2BowlingGreen1BowlingGreen2Louisville
1
tS
o
h
a>
n
-Yellow-throat c c 0 c c c c c c c
Yellow-breasted Chat c c c c c c c c c c
Hpodea warbler •II c c X c c c c ' c
Wilson's Warbler « X c c '
Cwada Warbler c c X
American Redstart * X c c c c c c - c
English Sparrow c c c c c c c c
Bobolink c c c c ,c
Meadowlark c c c c 0 c c c c c
Red-wing • c c X c c c c c c c
Orchard Oriole c c c c c c c c c
Baltimore Oriole c c c c c c X c c c
Bronzed Crackle c c c c c c c ' c c • c
Cowbird c c c c c c c c c c
Scarlet Tanager c • c c c c c c c c c
Summer Tanager c c c c c c c c • c c
Cardmal c c c . c c c c c c c
Rose-breasted Grosbeak c c c c c c c c c ' c
Blue Grosbeak c
Indigo Bunting c c c c c c c c c c
Dickcissel 0 c c X c c
Purple Finch « c X c c c
Pine Siskin
c
Goldfinch c, c c c c c c c c c
Red-eyed Towhee c' c X c c c c c c c
Savannah Sparrow * 1 c c c X c c c
Grasshopper Sparrow c c c c •C c c
Leconte's Sparrow
c c
HensloWs Sparrow
c
Vesper Sparrow
c c
Lark,Sparrow c c
Bachman's Sparrow • *
C c
Slate-colored Junco
c c
Tree Sparrow 7
Chipping Sparrow
c c c c X c c c c c
Field Sparrow
c c c c c c c c c G
White-crowned C! c c c c c c c
White-throated Sparrow c c c c c c c c c c
Zdncoln's Sparrow c X
Swamp Sparrow
c c c c c c c c c
Song Sparrow c, c c_
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PROVIDENCE—May 3; 4 A. M. to 7:30" P. M.; drizzle during
morning from 4:30 to 6:30; calm and clear by 11 A. M.; temp. 50 to
77: same territory in Providence and adjacent areas; total for count,
, 112; for period studied, 146. The Sandhill Crane was a magnificent
sight, sailing like a white cross against the blue canopy of evening
sky. As if for our special study, a handsome American Bittern
favored us by freezing several seconds, then tumbled down the levee
embankment and appeared to swim across a swift-running slough.
(We saw three other American Bitterns during the period and heard
some "pump-er-lunks".) About 25 Blue-winged Teals fed in a semi-
flooded com field for several weeks. A lone Sora stepped daintily
around, feeding near the edge of Diamond Lake, and allowed leisure
observation at about fifteen feet Lincoln Sparrows were too numer
ous to count. We saw the Swainson's Warbler and also heard him
sing; A pair of Mourning Warblers in thg same diversifield Provi- -
dence area created no end ofl excitement for several days.—JAMES '
W. HANCOCK, MABEL SISK HOLT, DORA WYATT and SUE-
WYATT SEMPLE.
MURRAY—April 30. Sky overcast the entire day and practi
cally raining part of the time. Average temperature 60. Little wind.
The places worked were Murray State College campus. College Farm,
Clark's River at Martin's Chapel, Kentucky Lake near Hamlin, and
Wild Cat Creek. Time: 6:00 A. M. to 7:00 P. M.—MR. and MRS.
EUGENE CYPERT, MR. and MRS. JOHN DELIME, MR, and MRS.
BILL TILLMAN, JAMES MATTHEWS, EUGENE BRAMLETT
KATHLEEN KEY, JOHN MORSE, and GRACE WYATT.
MURRAY—May 3; 5:00 A. M. to 12:00 noon; 2:00 to 7:30 P. M.
Each spring the Field Biology Class of Murray State College takes
a bird census on two separate days, a week apart. As the members
of the class cannot go for an entire day because of other classes and
activities, the group is divided into smaller groups and are in the
field for a period of two to four hours. The first date in 1950 was
April 26, the area covered being the campus, the College Farm, and
Clark's River at Martin's Chapel. This trip yielded 68 species. The
second trip covered the same area with Wild Cat Creek Embayment
and one embavment of Blood River on .Kentucky Lake. The list as
tabulated shows the 90 species found on May 3, with the additional
ones from April 28 as starred forms.—^MONTRA ALLEN, BEITY J.
BOWDEN, BETTY J. BRAME, WILLIAM J. FRANKLIN, MARIAN
GRYMES, SALLY LANCASTER, RUTH LANE, MARJORIE KIM,
HERMAN PENNINGTON, NANCY THOMPSON, LAVANIA
WEMBERLY, MARGARET WRIGHT, MARBETH YORK, and
GRACE WYATT (Instructor). '
KENTTJCKY WOODLANDS—^April 29, all day. A group com
posed of the following persons that were in Murray attending the
Kentucky Academy of Science were on the reservation from 8:00
A. M. till noon: DR. AND MRS. W. R. ALLEN, DR. AND MRS.
ALFRED BRAUER, DR. W. M. CLAY. MR. AND MRS. EUGENE
CYPERT, JACK KERR, ROBERT RADER, PHILLIP CRAWFORD
GRACE WYATT, EUGENE BRAMLETT, KATHLEEN KEY. There
had been a heavy rain the previous night and one early in the morn
ing; the vegetation and ground were very wet; the sky was overcast
the entire day. The temperature averaged.60. In the afternoon the
census was continued by MR. AND MRS. EUGENE CYPERT
EUGENE BRAMLEir, JAMES MATTHEWS, and GRACE WYATT.
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MADISONyiLLE—May 1, fifteen hours in the field. Six lakes at
Madispnville and Earlington, Clear Cr^ek, streets, fields, and cat-tail
marsh. Heavy overcast; occasional showers in the afternoon; temp,
around 50; light northwest wind. The Black Tern at Loch Mary was
iny first since August 24, 1936. Swainson's Warbler was seen again
at Clear Creek; seen at thirty feet.—JAMES W. HANCOCK.
MADISONVILLE—May 8, 4:00 A. M. to 7:30 P. M. Cloudy to
partly cloudy; light northeast jvind; temperature 53 to 67. Earlington
and Madisdnville lakes as oh May 1, Clear Creek, Weir's Creek,
streets^ fields, arid cat-tail marsh, Mor« open country and swamp
land covered, while in the western section of Hopkins County than
on my count of May 1. A day for Chestnut-sided Warblers: seven
recorded. A Field Sparrow sang an unusual song—hard, buzzy notes,
ending in a more usual, sweet-toned trill. Ah adult male Orchard
Oriole sank ecstatically in flight about six feet above the ground.
—JAMES W. HANCOCK.
BOWLING GREEN AND MAMMOTH CAVE—April 22 and 23.
McElroy-Chaney Farms, 7:00 to 11:00 A. M. on April 22; Mammoth
Cave National Park from 1:00 P. M., April 22, to noon, April 23.
Lancaster spent the weekend at his cabins, at the Mouth of Gasper;
Frank Ewing, joined. Wilson on the morning of April 23. The temper
ature varied from 40 to 70; on April 23 there .was a very strong wind;
clear to cloudy.—FRANK EWING, L. Y. LANCASTER and GORDON
WILSON. -
BOWLING GREEN—May 13 arid 14; all day on May 13, till noon
on May 14. The party visited both lakes on May 13; one party spent
the morning of May 14 at the Mouth of Gasper. Weather threatening
nearly all the time, with small showers on May 14.—MR. AND MRS.
S. CHARLES THACHER, MR. AND MRS. LEONARD C. BRECHER,
MARGARET FOWLER, PATTY- McCORMACK, MISS AUXIBR,
DON SUMMERFIELD, RUSSELL STARR, H. W. FARMER,
HAYWARD BROWN, MRS. PAUL L. GARRETT, L. Y. I^N-
dASTER, and GORDON WILSON.
LOUISVILL^J—May 7, all day. Partly cloudy and warm. Valley
Station, Iroquois Park, Goshen, Sleepy Hollow, Anchorage, and Ohio
River and adjacent areas.—LEONARD C. BRECHER, HELEN
BROWNING, FLOYD CARPENTER, DR. AND MRS. GERALD
COLE, MR. AND MRS. OTTO DIETRICH, MR. AND MRS. WALTER
JACKSON, DR. AND MRS. HARVEY B. LOVELL, BURT L.
MONROE, SR., BURT L. MONROE, JR., LOUIS PEIPER, MARIE
PEIPER, DON SUMMERFIELD, JERRY SMITH, ROBERT STEIL-
BERG,.ANNE.L. STAMM, MR. AND MRS. WALTER SHACKLE-
TON, MR; AND MRS. S; CHARLES THACHER, EVELYN J.
SCHNEIDER, MR. AND MRS. F. CHANNON, MABEL SLACK,
MRS. WILLIAM TABLER, and AUDREY WRIGHT.
BEREA—^April 29 and 30 and May 1. Within two miles of town,
open fields, deciduous and pine woods, along creek. Temperature 51
to 73; sunny Saturday morning, intermittent showers the rest of the
weekend, heavy fog Monday morning. Most of the day April 29 and
30 and until 10:00 A. M. on May 1.—MARGARET FOWLER.
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FIELD NOTES
COWBIRD I^YS EGGS IX SIHVIMER TANAGER'S NEST
On May 13,1949, a well-built nest of a Summer Tanager (Piranga
rubra) was found in a small hackberry tree about 15 feet from the
private road through Sleepy Hollow, "^e tree was in an open clear
ing on the lower side of the road. It was 62 Inches from the ground
and unusually well constructed for a Summer Tanager's nest. On
May 16 the nest still contained no eggs.
On May 17 at noon the female Tanager was on the nest, and the
male was scolding in a nearby tree as we approached. She left the
nest to join in-the uproar. A male and female Indigo Bunting, a
male Prothonotary Warbler, and a Red-eyed Vireo also came up to
investigate the disturbance. A Carolina Wren getting too near the
nest was promptly chased away by the female Tanager. We noted
that the scolding note of the female Summer Tanager was lower in
pitch and the notes were more run together and not as sharp as those
of the male. Later the nest was checked and found to contain one
On May 18 at 11 A. M. the nest contained two Tanager eggs. On
May 19 at 12:20 P. M. the nest contained four eggs, three of the
Summer Tanager and one of the Cowbird. The Tanager scolded in
nearby trees as we removed the Cowbird egg. It measm*ed .63 by .81
inches. The male Tanager was trapped and banded at the feeding
perch on this date. On May 20 the nest contained a second Cowbird
egg, which was also removed. It measured .69 by .87 inches and
looked distinctively larger than the first egg.
The nest was observed daily through May 27, and no more Cow
bird eggs were laid, perhaps because the female Tanager incubated
too closely to allow the intrusion of a strange bird. On May 28
Elizabeth Shackleton found the nest had been robbed. There wad
no trace of the eggs or their shells in the vicinity, and the nest itself
was intact. The nest was now examined more closely. It was not
as loosely constructed as have been most of the Tanager nests which
we have observed before.
—WALTER and ELIZABETH SHACKLETON, Prospect.
«•***•
A IVIYRTLE WARBLER ISIPALED ON BARB WIRE
On May 8, 1950, while driving in eastern Jefferson County, a
small bird was observed to be caught on a fence paralleling the road.
A closer investigation revealed the bird to be a Mjrrtle Warbler
(Dendroica coronata) which had been impaled on one of the barbs
of a barbed-wire stringer topping the fence. The barb had complete
ly penetrated" the neck just below the auricular area. It would seem
that a considerable force was exerted to accomplish this, since the
barb was not sharp and had rusted and roughened considerably from
long weathering. The bird was not otherwise injured showed no
signs of mutilation when found.
Eixperience would indicate that this was probably the work of
a Migrant Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus). Subsequent inquiry estab
lished that the Migrant Shrike had been seen in the area in the week
preceding.
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During the winter of 1947-48 I observed the Migrant Shrike
closely for several weeks and' on one occasion found a House Sparrow
(Passer domestlcus) -partially impaled on a barb. In most cases ob
served during this winter, however, the Shrike appeared to kill by
attack and fed on the carcass while held in the crotch or fork of a
tree or hush.
—DON SUMMERFIELD, Valley Station,
THE VVHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER IN WARREN COUNTY
On May 24, 1950, the Junior author visited Bowling Green and in
the afternoon accompanied the senior author to the flooded fields of
the McElroy Farm. The heavy spring rains had flooded extensive
sections of farm lands,, as has occurred on numerous occasions before.
The first thing that we saw of interest was a large flock of Black-
bellied Plover feeding in a large field where the water was only a
few inches deep. All but 2 or 3 of the flock of Plovers were in breed-;
ing pliunage. Their large size and black underparts made them a
striking sight. Wilson (Ky Warbler, 16: 19, 1940) lists 3 previous
occurrences at the McBlroy farm. The only other spring occurrence
was reported by L. Y. Lancaster (Wlls. Bull., 37: 44, 1925), who saw
12 on June 3,1924. Audubon also considered the species rare in Ken
tucky; "I have seen it, though sparingly along the shores of the Ohio,
probably during its passage from the north." There are numerous
fall records from the' Falls of the Ohio.
There were also several hundred small sandpipers, most of which
proved to be Least and Semipalmated Sandpipers. However, among
them there were a few that looked different. Their bills were yellow
ish at the base, they had a darker neck, but more important, when
they raised their wings, we could' see a white rump patch. When' we
attempted to approach closer, all but one of the smaller sandpipers
flew away. The lone bird was collected and proved to be a White-
rumped Sandpiper (Erolia fusclcoUis). There were at least 5 and
possibly more in the flock. The only previously published record for
this species in Kentucky is that of Burt Monroe, Sr. and Jr., who col
lected two on the Falls of the Ohio on August 31, 1946, from a small
flock (Ky. Warbler, 25: 65-66: 1949).
A single Ruddy Turnstone was also feeding in the area along with
18 Semip^mated Plovers. Wilson has reported 2 previous spring oc
currences of this species in Warren County (Wilson, 1940, op. cit., and
1948, Ky. Warbler, 24: 54-55). We know of no other spring records
for tte state, although there are many late summer records from the
Falls in Louisville.—GORTKDN WILSON and HARVEY B. LOVELL.
'••««*«
^VHITE PEUCANS AT KENTUCKY LAKE
' A flock of about 20 White Pelicans (Pielecanthua erythrorhynchos)
were present on Kentucky Lake in Marshall Cotmty from May 15 to
at least May 17, 1950. My a:ssi$tant, Joe Davis, reported to me on
the 15th that there were some large white birds with black wing tips
and a large yellow bill swimming on the lake near the island north
of the Jonathan Creek Embayment. I checked the area with him In
the afternoon and found, as I expected, that the birds were White
Pelicans. Thev were quite tame, and we could approach within 50
yards before they would fly. I returned to the area the next day
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wth Mr. and Mrs. John DeLime and found the flock again. On May
17, the DeLimes took colored motion pictures of the flock. Miss
Grace Wyatt, Miss Regina Senter, and the author again approached
the flock rather closely late in the afternoon of the same" day.
Hancock "hag recently reported 2 White Pelicans from Madisonville
on June 30, 1948 (Ky. Warbler 25: 47-50, 1949) arid summarized their
previous occurrences in Kentucky. This is the first large flock to
be reported in the state since the time of Audubon.—JOHN MORSE,
Benton.
« >!> * « «! «
FIRST KENTUCKY BREEDING RECORD FOB UPLAND PLOVER
On June 4, 1950, Emerson Kemsies, William H. Mers, and Worth
Randle saw an Upland Plover (Bartramia longicauda) on the northern
edge of the Greater Cincinnati Airport, Boone County. Kentucky,
about three miles south of the Ohio river and fifteen miles west and
south of Cincinnati, Ohio. While being observed, the plover walked
to a location where it squatted and remained motionless. Permission
was obtained from Robert Isenberg, Airport Manager, to search for
the suspected nest on airport property. The bird was flushed from a
nest containing four eggs. On June 6, when the nesting site was
visited again, the nest was intact but empty. No remains of eggs
were found, and no young were seen. According to Burt L. Monroe,
Sr., this is the first breeding record for Kentucky.
Three years ago Karl Maslowski found this species breeding for
the first time in Hamilton Coimty, Ohio. The writers have since
found it breeding in considerable numbers in Butler County, Ohio, at
the Oxford airport. The Upland Plover had not previously been re
corded breeding south of Columbus. Ohio.—EMERSON KEMSIES,
WILLIAM H. MERS, and WORTH RANDLE, Cincinnati, Ohio.
SOftlE RECORDS FROM INDIAN HILLS
On a field trip to Indian Hills swamps we saw a Yellow-crowned
Night Heron on June 11, 1950. We also saw a Hooded Merganser
with 5 young. This species has become a regular breeder in this
swamp in recent years. Another interesting bird observed was ths
American Egret. Egrets have been arriving earlier and earlier in
recent years, but this ia an unusually early date. On several addi
tional trips during June and July we regularly recorded the Yellow-
crowned Night Heron feeding in the swampy field along the Country
Club road. We wonder if it did not nest somewhere in the vicinity.
—ANl'TIE L. THACHER, L<ouisviIle.
:» * « « «
NOTES FROM WESTERN KENTUCKY
Blue Grosbeak. This species was reported from Clark's River on
the spring bird count by Mary Lou Cypert. (See census from Murray
No. 1). It was again seen 2 weeks later at Kentucky Woodlands by
Mrs. John DeLime. The writer and John Pennington saw a pair of
Blue' Grosbeaks on May 20, 1950, on Clark's River. We were within
50 feet of the pair and observed them for about five minutes.
Leconte Sparrow. Eugene Cypert pointed this sparrow out to
me, and I heard its feeble song. On several occasions after that I
identified 2 or 3 at the end of Farmer's Streets in a clover field near
where I live in Murray. They were recorded on April 19, 25, and-May
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3 (See censua No. 2 from Murray). There were usually many
Savamiah Sparrows in this field, but I could pick up the L«conte's
Sparrow by the song and the decided brownish-black dot at the end
of the eye strip on the side of the bead. Grasshopper Sparrows were
also in the same field but their breasts are dusky all the way across,
whereas the Leconte's has some strips near the wing. I am sure now
that they have been here in the past, but were mistaken for Grass
hopper, Sparrows.—GRACE WYATT, Murray State College.
NEWS AND VIEWS
OUR STATE BIRD. Elizabeth D, Geiger of Princeton, Kentucky,
is the State Bird Chairman for the Garden Club of Kentucky. She
was in Louisville recently looking up information upon our state bird.
She writes that the Cardinal was selected by the Kentucky state
legislature on February 17, 1926. Furthermore, Kentucky was the
first state to officially designate a state bird, according to the
National Cteographlc J^fogazlne. The Cardinal has proved to be a
popular bird, as seven of the thirty-three states that have adopted an
official bird have chosen this species.
FALL MEETING OF THE K. O. S.
A joint meeting is being planned with the Indiana Aiidubon
Society at Cllfty Falls, Indiana, .on October 6, 7, and 8. A field trip
Is being planned Into Kentucky as part of the program. Suggestions
for the program should be sent to the Vice-President, Virginia Smith,
Of Henderson. Plan to be there.
CHIMNEY SWIFT RECOVERY IN KENTUCKY." Burt Monroe
received a Ijand No. 48-182, 981, which had been taken from a dead
Chimney Swift In a chimney at the home of Mrs. Lavon P. Jackson,
Eminence, Kentucky, In Henry County. The swift was discovered on
May 22, 1950. The Fish and Wildlife Service, Laurel, Maryland, re
port that the bird waa banded on September 25, 1949, at Memphis,
Tennessee by Ben Coffey, Jr. Mr. Coffey has banded thousands of
Chimney Swifts during the last few years, but this Is the first re
covery from Kentucky that has come to our attention. K. O. S.
members should always examine a dead bird to see If it may be wear
ing a band. Bands should be removed, flattened, and mailed to the
above address.
DR. J. W. CLOTFELTER of Paris writes that as he was leaning
against a fence in his back yard, "two birds came to the ground in
a clinch a fejv yards from me. Tliey rolled over the gfround a moment,
and when they arose, a Blue Jay flew over my head In great haste,
with a highly infuriated male Robin a few wings beats behind him."
He also saw a Mourning Dove chase a Blue Jay. **Both these stories
tell the same tale: The Blue Jay has heen molesting the'Jiests of
Robins and Doves."
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BRCKJJAM bird qLUB ACTiyillJ^. 194?:59
The Beckham Chapter of th^ K. O. S. enjoyed a varied program
,of eyents during the past y,ear. rT^e plub cooperated with the 10th
annual Wildlife'Conference'at Otter Creek, September 30 ^d October
• . - .n J .V- . ^ i. « * •« • % »-•• - W * » »M k \ 3 >• , .* . . %1 Md 2. It also cooperated again pres^ting the Audubon Screen
Tpuj-s. " *
TJi.e featured speaker of the year wm Albert F. Ganier of N^h-
yiU.e, p^g^izerof toe Tennessee Pr^^plogical Society and indirectly
the stimulus ^or ^ountog the K. .O. S. H? presented tp Uje club a
copy of the Geological Report for 1885 containing Chiles Wjckliffe
B^c^h^'s aJ'ticle gn THE BI^S ,0F NELSON COUNTY", KEN
TUCKY. Mri Ganier described'his trip td^westeni Canada. '
pther speakers were: Burt L. Monroe, who reported on the
A. V. meeting at Uje Buffalo ^useum; he ^sp reported on the
1949 Chr^stoM Bird Coynt "(DecemJ^er) ^d .discjissed the business
s^s^ion of the spring meetog of tie Wilspp Club iMay); pdith Pear
son descnb,ed the joint ifaU paeetipg of the K. p. S. with the Indiana
Audut?,9n Society at Henderson; IDon Summerfield presented an as
sortment of bird foods in marked bags to members on condition that
they keep records on toe birds usipg .t^em. In .;ranuaiy Mr. Summer-
field fpofte on 'The IMseases^bf Bip^s."" to ^prij he descHb '^a field
trip to' Jasper-PulMld State \G^e^ Preserve''in northern Indiana,
wHere 'he saw Sandhall Cr^es'^d Praise Chickens^ Miss Evelyn
Schneider, curator) displayed the six jJirii paintings "by ^oward Roiuri.
In February^ss Schnei(|fer"|md Miss ^myDeknl sliowe^ kodachfome
^des'of toe Arizona'trip, -'riieir beau^ul picturesbrough^
of'western''sceneryand bir<^ to theclub! ' H^^y'LoyeU biiefly'de-
scribed' the seven 'Otter Creek Bird'^ cbimts iii^Decenjb^r!* ]ji April^he
showed 8 mm. moving pictures of ^cWeiy and'birds taken on 'tilps to
Florida, Spyto Carolina, and Maine. 'In May he* showed Koda^ome
slides pf personalities seen afthe' Wilson Club. Dr.'Emest Edwards
.of the University of Kentucky journeyed to Louisville to show two
filpiS, one on Cuba and toe'otoer on Michigan birds. 'The" latter film
featured close-ups pf Kirtland's Warbler feeding yoiing.* 'Mrs. Bernice
Shannon also reviewed Birds Nests, by Richard Headstrom. A field
trip to Bernheim Resen'ation in June replaced the Cuckoo Party.
An interesting schedule of field trips was maintained throughout
toe year under the direction of Mr. and Mrs. S. Charles Thacher.
These included trips to Sleepy Hollow, Caperton's Swamp, the Palls
of toe Ohio, Otter Creek Park, and otoer points of ornithological
interest in the area.
The officers elected for the present year are: President, Fan
Tabler; Vice-President, Edith Pearson; Recording Secretary, Hazel
Kinslow; Treasurer, Lily Fay Thomas; Corresponding Secretary, Doris
Klein; Directors, Leonard Brecher, Burt L. Monroe, Sr., and Donald
Summerfield.—ETHEL W. LOVELL, Recording Secretaiy.
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carlyl;e chamberlain, new life member
Mr. Carlyle Chamberlain, a member of the Louisville police force,
has long been interested in natural history. For many years he has
been in charge of the hike schedule of the Louisville Municipal Hiking
Club. He is a fine photographer and has an unusual series of photo
graphs of local birds' nests containing eggs or young. We hope to
publish some of these photographs some time soon. His knowledge
of birds in Jefferson County covers nearly half a century, and he is an
excellent source of information upon the changes in bird life in this
region.
CONTRIBXJTING MEMBERSHIPS. According to the constitu
tion of the K. O. S. a member who wishes to help the society carry on
its activities may become a contributing member by the payment
of five dollars annual dues. For the year 1950 the following have
qualified for this type of membership: H. W. Farmer; Donald Sum-
-merfield, Mrs. Harry M. Weeter, Howard Rollin and Oscar McKinley
Bryens. It is hoped that next year a much larger number of mem
bers will avail themselves of this opportunity to advance the work of
the K. O. S.
AXJDUBON SCREEN TOURS. The Beckham Clwipter of the
K. O. S. and Kentucky Society of Natural History are again bringing
5 lectures to Louisville. These lectures are free and open to the pub
lic. William Ferguson will open the series on October 20, F^day,
with "High Horizons," an all-color motion picture taken in the Rocky
Moimtains. Allan Cruickshank, a favorite with Louisville audiences,
will give the second lecture, "Below the Big Bend," on November 4,
Saturday. Why not plan your trip to Louisville to coincide with one
of these outstanding presentations?
THE EAGLE MAN. Charles L. Broley, of Delta, Ontario, the
world's foremost authority on the Bald Eagle, will lecture before the
Beckham Bird Club on November 24. Mr. Broley has banded over
1111 Bald Eagles in the Florida region and has taken some remark
able shots of the home life of our national emblem.
